
Making a Difference in Surrey Heath
October 2011

Bisley Youth Centre and the Rural Area
Chobham Youth Club has had an exciting and busy month this 
October, as the numbers of young people attending has grown due to 
an influx of new members from the Kalima  travellers site in Chobham. 
The youth club welcomes new comers and it has been great to see 
other young people in the community want to come along and 
participate in a variety of activities, from table tennis and football to 
cooking and art; they have shown much enthusiasm and the 
atmosphere has been good and lively. For some individuals these 
experiences are new and they are enjoying the space to learn and 
have a go at  different things and integrate into the club. As well as the 
football being a big attraction, particularly for the boys, the cooking 
and art has been a huge success as young people join in and work 
together, helping each other to learn new skills and feel proud and 
confident with their achievements.  

In order to meet the diverse needs of all these individuals and groups 
we have begun to work with the young people according to their 
needs and interests at different times during the week in addition to the 
youth club session.  As well as the trip to Thorpe Park, this has also 
included running a fashion project for the girls! Working with various 
textiles, they have been learning to decorate, applique, screen print, 
stencil, cut, sew and design and create their own unique styles of 
clothing. 



Old Dean Youth Centre
This month has seen the development of some partnership working with 
personal advisors from the Diocese of Guildford. Together we have 
been developing a drop-in project for young people who are NEET 
from the Old Dean area of Camberley.

The project ‘SORTED’ which runs on Thursdays ( 10am to 1pm) has been 
assisting young people in getting help finding a job or training and 
improving their ‘skills for life’ through activities at the youth centre.  We 
have also been signposting these young people onto other courses 
such as SPLASH (Frimley Green Youth Centre) and shortly MOP (Moving 
On  Project) run by Surrey Care Trust here at ODYC

Outcomes

So far about 6/8 young people have been ‘SORTED’ for information 
and support. They have applied for jobs, rewritten outdated CVs and 
had advice / coaching on interview techniques. Many of these young 
people have attended on more than one occasion.

Frimley group hit the race track...
Following on from various issues and “challenging” behaviours at 
“Friday Night Youthy” at Frimley Green Youth Centre and concerns in 
the local community;  the young people and staff have been working
together to try and resolve the behavioural issues  at the youth centre. 
The aim has been to create a better atmosphere and environment 



during the Friday night session.  Strategies have been developed to 
improve the behaviours and include clear ground rules. a clear 
“consequence system” of yellow and red cards for unacceptable 
behaviours and the opportunity for young people to set up a variety of
projects to enable positive experiences, and opportunities to discuss 
anti social behaviours and explore the consequences their behaviours 
has on themselves and others.This term the Young people have been 
rewarded for good behaviour and as result of this they organised a go 
karting experience.

Go karting trip – rewarding 
good behaviour for the 
Frimley Group 

Although outcomes for the strategies fromworking together to resolve 
the behaviours is still in the early stages, there is already an impact on 
the behaviour within the youth club with both young people and all 
staff working to clear guidelines set within the club and with 12 young 
people from the centre being rewarded with a go -karting trip for their 
good behaviours in the club. 

Frimley Green Youth Centre continues to make a SPLASH...
Frimley Green Youth Centre continues to make a SPLASH at Frimley 
Green Youth Centre with 7 young people already signed up to 
SPLASH. The young people are participating in a variety of different 
vocation, maths (in partnership w ith Brooklands College) and personal 
and social education opportunities. The programme this month has 
included getting to know you activities, assessments, cooking, a visit to 
the cinema, introduction to the arts award and careers 1:1 
appointments. 
Dee Meade, youth worker “We have a very diverse group attending 
SPLASH who are learning to work together to adapt their behaviours 
and become aware of needs of others in the group. We are still on the 
beginning of our journey”. 



SPLASH is a 3 day a week program me designed and developed by 
SCC, Services for young people to help young people to develop skills, 
qualifications and confidence needed to get onto an apprenticeship, 
take part in training, further education or employment. 

SPLASH will offer the young people the opportunity to learn and 
develop skills in a supportive friendly and informal environment at the 
learner’s individual pace. 

Opportunities include: 
• Functional skills (maths and English)
• NOCN unit qualifications - working towards a level one Dipl oma 
• Vocational learning skills and opportunities 
• Arts Award 
• Residential experiences and trips 
• Preparation for work qualifications and opportunities 
• Group work projects / work 
• 1;1 Careers Information and support 
• Free bus pass (mega rider) 
• Access to the bursary fund (up to £1200 a year) if eligible 

We still have spaces available ….
For more information contact Jo Heath on 01252835308 / 
jo.heath@surreycc.gov.uk 

Film Preview of True Colours...
After months of hard work, Frimley Youth Group finally w as able to 
preview the “True Colours” film at a special preview evening at Frimley 
Green Youth Centre to invited guests.  True Colours was originally the 
young people’s idea to try and show the young people positively, to 
explore anti social behaviours and  to develop relationships with the 
local police whom the young people believed was not good.  After 
successfully applying to the High Sheriff and CIAG, the  True Colours 
project included the planning of the film with both parties (the young 
people and police) inputting and agreeing the plan, script writing and 
sessions on techniques on being filmed and the filming day. 
The True Colours film  was a huge success with the police, schools and 
Services for Young People keen to use it for other group and support 
the understanding of both the police and young people.  
Gavin Kitchen, the Youth Development Officer comments “ This has 
been a great project and learning curve for all involved and the 
relationship between the young people and the Police in the local 
area has really im[proved as a direct result of this project. ”

For more info about the work of the Surrey Heath YDS team contact:



Gavin kitchen:  Youth Development Officer 
07968832425

Jo Heath: Frimley, Frimley Green, Mytchett, Deepcu t, St 
Michaels, Young Parents              
07968 833988

Ciaran Cleasby: Camberley, Old Dean and Heatherside    07968 
833965 

Fran Bills:: Bisley, West End, Chobham, Lightwater, Bagshot,  
                      Windlesham and You th Council

07968 834664


